Genetics of subthalamic nucleus in development and disease.
The subthalamic nucleus (STN) is a crucial node in the basal ganglia. Clinical success in targeting the STN for deep brain stimulation in Parkinson's disease patients has prompted increased interest in understanding STN biology. In this report, we discuss recent evidence for transcription factor mediated regulation of STN development. We also review STN developmental neurobiology and known patterns of gene expression in the developing and mature STN.